
RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS



It’s time to get creative with classical music again as the hugely successful BBC Learning campaign 
Ten Pieces is back with a brand new repertoire of classical works from some of the most famous  
– and infamous – composers in history.

Ten Pieces is an exciting initiative that aims to open up the world of classical music to a generation 
of children and young people, inspiring them to develop their own creative responses to the music.

Get creative
The activities in this booklet help to unlock the 
creative potential of ALL Key Stage 3 pupils and 
spark an inspired response to each of the ten 
classical works featured in the main categories 
of Digital Art, Movement, Composition and 
Performance Poetry. 

You can watch the four example videos that 
accompany this booklet on the Ten Pieces 
website. In each video a school has tried out 
one of the suggested activities and created their 
own inspired response.

Get thinking
Each of the Ten Pieces has its own page with a 
little background information on the composer 
and their featured work. There are warm up 

activities for your class to get them thinking 
about what images the music conjures up and 
how it makes them feel.

Get inspired
To help spark additional inspiration, use the  
links to interesting clips from across the BBC 
for each of the Ten Pieces. 

Get making
The main activities are designed to get the 
whole class involved in producing a response 
to the classical piece. There is a suggestion for 
each of the main areas, Digital Art, Movement, 
Composition or Performance Poetry. There is 
a worksheet template for pupils, to help them 
work through their ideas.

Get noticed
The Ten Pieces website will host an online showcase of the best responses from schools right
across the UK. So make sure your school gets noticed and upload your creative responses to 
the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces Showcase. Submissions 
received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be invited to participate in the Ten 
Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.

Introduction

bbc.co.uk/tenpieces
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• To promote cross-curricular links

• To unlock creativity

• To introduce students to an awareness of how the Arts are connected

• To inspire students in a new way of thinking about classical music

• To demonstrate how the Arts can enrich lives and carry meaning

• Students will attain an awareness of how emotion is communicated through  
various art forms.

• Students will learn how to communicate emotion with specific genres.

• Managing information on the composers will lead to thinking, knowledge and 
understanding of music and history.

• The final pieces will show creativity, the ability to work with others and  
self-management.

• The skills used in producing the piece will demonstrate problem-solving and 
decision-making.

• By the end of the project, students will have gained knowledge and understanding  
of classical music.

Learning Intentions

Learning Outcomes



If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?
What was the first thing that 
came into your head when 
you heard the piece?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Ceremony 
• Courage
• Flight
• Breathlessness
• Preparing/readiness

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved a similar emotional 
reaction?

- JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 

Interesting links

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) was a German musician and 
composer who wrote throughout the 18th Century. He’s generally 
considered one of the greatest composers of all time.

Bach was a master of the strict compositional techniques of the day. 
His talent enabled him to use these formal techniques and structures 
to their full effect, whilst still making his music expressive, exciting 
and accessible. Basically, he wrote brilliant tunes for the instruments 
and voices available to him at the time, but stuck to the rule-book of 
18th Century music. 

This is especially clear in the Toccata and Fugue in D minor. It’s written 
in two sections: the Toccata (meaning ‘to touch’) - is a sort of free-
form introduction, involving lots of fast scales and arpeggios (broken 
chords); the second part - the Fugue - is characterised by complex 
overlapping repetitions of a main theme played alongside different 
counter-melodies. The piece is known for its majesty, drama and 
relentless rhythm. Not only Bach’s most famous fugue, it is the most 
famous fugue by any composer ever. 

Toccata And Fugue  
in D Minor BWV565
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03dk4hg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003c1b9
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01hcylz
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8710000/8710852.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artists/24f1766e-9635-4d58-a4d4-9413f9f98a4c


DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

Based on the mathematical complexity of this 
piece get your students to create a piece of 
art using pattern. They could use a variety 
of materials to create their piece. Design 
handmade patterns with a stencil, stamp or 
printing block or encourage digital skills by 
scanning in an image they have made to create 
patterns using image editing software.

Get your class to create a musical scale using 
varying volumes of liquid in glasses or bottles. 
Use these as instruments by dampening a finger 
and running it around the rim of the glass. 
Alternatively, try blowing across the top of the 
bottle to create notes. Why not try to play a 
short section from Toccata and Fugue? 

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.

When composing, Bach was constrained by the 
strict compositional techniques of the day. Get 
the class to create poetry by following a set 
technique or formula. One simple option is to 
work from a short newspaper article. Choose 
the 2nd and 4th word in each sentence and 
create a piece of poetry from these words. 

Using the mathematical theme of Toccata and 
Fugue as inspiration, get the class to work 
together to choreograph movement based on 
pattern or code. Start with the class in a grid 
formation and get students to move in different 
ways to create a movement similar to marching 
in formation. Using squared paper the class 
could plan out how each person needs to  
move to create various shapes and patterns on 
the ground.

ACTIVITIES
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/bridget-riley


Interesting links

- LEONARD BERNSTEIN

Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990) was an American composer, 
conductor and pianist who had a long and varied musical career.

One of Bernstein’s most popular works is an interpretation of 
Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. Set in upper west side New York, a 
modern day Romeo and Juliet find themselves in the midst of gang 
warfare, rivalry and passion. The musical is West Side Story. 

One of the musical’s most iconic scenes sees the cast perform a high 
energy dance routine - The Mambo.

This fast-paced, Cuban musical form and dance style makes people 
want to get up and move! For Bernstein, music wasn't about writing 
or reading notes on a page, he wanted his audience to feel the music. 
He loved rhythm, and we can hear this infectious beat in the Mambo 
– listen out for the percussion.

‘Mambo’ from Symphonic 
Dances from ‘West Side Story’

If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Lost
• Busy
• Excitement
• Misunderstanding
• Frantic

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved a similar emotional 
reaction?
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p035636h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-19702038
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p020m21m
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00y6302


DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

West Side Story is about two cultures clashing, 
but eventually coming together. Some of the 
most striking art is made as a result of two or 
more styles, influences or cultures combining. 
Get your class to look for images representing 
one of the gangs in West Side Story, for the 
example the Sharks from Puerto Rico. Then 
source images of your local area. Using either a 
photo-editing tool or simply scissors, merge the 
images together.

Mambo was composed for, and features, musical 
instruments from central American culture. Get 
pupils to recreate a section of Mambo using 
instruments from their own musical background 
or heritage.

Think of the story behind the musical – that of 
two lovers who cannot be together because 
of their rival families - and imagine you were 
the boy or girl. Write a letter to an Agony Aunt 
about your frustration, excitement, heartache 
and misunderstanding. 

Based on Romeo and Juliet, this piece tells the 
story of two rival gangs who are in conflict 
with each other. Get a group of pupils to form 
two rival teams and choreograph a ‘dance off ’ 
between them. 

ACTIVITIES

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0/22846633
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p031ckh1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zckthyc/revision/4


If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Fire
• Passion
• Theatrical/dramatic
• Triumphant
• Spanish

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved the same or a similar 
emotional reaction?

- GEORGES BIZET

French composer Georges Bizet (1838-1875) came from a musical 
family – his father was a composer and his mother was a pianist – 
and his own musical talents were obvious from an early age. In fact, 
he was such a talented child that he was allowed to study at the Paris 
Conservatoire (music college) when he was just nine years old!

He went on to write operas, symphonies and other orchestral pieces, 
and enjoyed a glamorous lifestyle in both Paris and Rome

This piece is about passion! Carmen is an opera and is in the style 
of Opera Comique (a combination of spoken dialogue and arias). The 
story is set in Southern Spain where a naïve soldier named Don 
Jose is seduced by Carmen, a beautiful gypsy. He leaves his childhood 
sweetheart and the military for her but Carmen’s heart belongs 
to a toreador, Escamillo. It all ends in tragedy with Don Jose killing 
Carmen.

‘Habanera’ and ‘Toreador 
Song’ from Carmen Suite No.2

Interesting links
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0354d9q
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p020m2fq
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f12f9
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00xb7tg


DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

As Carmen is an opera full of extreme emotions, 
take a look at some examples of abstract art 
which is also full of self-expression, colour and 
passion. 

Get the class to listen again to this piece of 
music while creating their own abstract art.  
Get them to think about what colours and 
shapes work best to convey the sense of 
passion and expression in the music.

Carmen is the story of a scandal. Get your pupils 
to think of the different sounds and sound 
effects which represent a scandalous moment. 
These might be whispers, shouts, screams, cries 
or gasps. Record them and then use audio 
editing software to put them together to create 
the sound of a scandal.

The plot of Carmen reads like a juicy gossip 
magazine feature. Get your class to rewrite the 
story for a gossip column. You could ask half the 
class to report it for a tabloid newspaper, whilst 
the other students write for a broadsheet 
newspaper. This provides opportunities to 
analyse the difference in style and tone.

Movement and dance naturally lend themselves 
to exaggerated emotions and a sense of drama. 
Get the class to imagine an ordinary task such 
as making breakfast, getting ready for school 
or collecting books in class. Encourage them to 
choreograph these tasks in an exaggerated way, 
moving in time with the music.

ACTIVITIES

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.
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You could take a look at the opening 
scene from the film Up for inspiration

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/jackson-pollock
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/


Interesting links

- ANNA CLYNE
Night Ferry

If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?
What was the first thing that 
came into your head when 
you heard the piece?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
•  Stormy weather
•  Fantasy
•  Loss of Control
•  Panic
•  Breathlessness

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved the same or a similar 
emotional reaction?

Anna Clyne (b.1980) is a London-born composer who now lives and 
works in New York. 

Anna initially struggled to come up with the concept for this piece. 
She says this is one of the challenges of composing music – you never 
know how long it might take.

When she settled on the idea of creating a piece about crossing a 
stormy ocean,  Anna picked up a paint brush instead of writing music 
notes on paper. She stuck up 7 large sheets of paper on the wall of 
her studio and created a graphic score, laying out how she wanted 
her piece to sound by using swirls and sweeps of dark, violent 
colours.

After this she drew inspiration from Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s poem 
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner – which tells the tale of one sailor’s 
supernatural experiences at sea. She stuck sections of the poem 
under the art work. It’s quite a dark, gothic poem and you can really 
hear that influence in Anna’s music. So before she had even written a 
note, she had created a visual and literary score.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01pmh0h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01k4znz/clips
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02lv4yz
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0354ghg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/search/quicksearch/?term=storm&facets=artists%2Cpaintings%2Ctags%2Cpeople%2Cplaces%2Cevents%2Cstyles%2Cclassifications&num=36


DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

Consider the idioms: ‘A picture is worth a 
thousand words’ and ’Every picture tells a 
story’. Anna Clyne used huge sheets of paper 
to map out the story of Night Ferry. Try doing 
the same in class with photography. Think of 
a dramatic event inspired by Night Ferry. How 
could you tell the whole story in one frame? 
Who is in the scene and what are they doing? 
What objects, colours and lighting would help 
tell your story? Now get snapping!

Try out different ways of using your own body 
to create a storm. Try stomping your feet to 
create thunder, clapping your hands to create 
lightning or drumming your fingers to create 
raindrops. Simple sounds such as swooshing 
and popping can create effective wind and 
atmospheric soundscapes too. Get the class to 
work together to create the perfect storm with 
these techniques. 

The sea has proven to be a great inspiration 
for composers and songwriters over the 
centuries – from grand classical pieces to simple 
sea shanties. Sea shanties are a type of work 
song that was once commonly sung as people 
worked on ships out at sea. Working in groups, 
have a go at writing your own shanty. It could 
be about working at sea or you could make it 
about something you do in your everyday life.

Get the class to work together to choreograph 
their own storm. Think of movements like a 
Mexican wave or the sequence created when 
you set up dominoes and then knock them 
down. 

ACTIVITIES

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.

ANNA CLYNE PAGE 11 of 27

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dxmrq


If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?
What was the first thing that 
came into your head when 
you heard the piece?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Busy 
• Nature
• Sunday Night TV 
• Getting something ready 
• Proper

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved the same or a similar 
emotional reaction?

- JOSEPH HAYDN

Joseph Haydn (1732 – 1809) was an Austrian musician who spent 
most of his career in the service of an aristocratic family in Hungary 
but became one of the most famous and well-respected composers 
of his time. He had a reputation as a thoroughly nice man, whose 
fellow musicians called him ‘Papa’ Haydn.

This piece was composed by Haydn in 1796. It was written for Anton 
Weidinger who had developed the first keyed trumpet. Before his 
invention the valveless trumpet had a limited harmonic range but 
Weidinger’s new trumpet could play a much wider variety of notes. 
Haydn’s concerto made great use of this innovation and included a 
wide range of melodies.

Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto was a ground-breaking addition to the 
trumpet repertoire.

Trumpet Concerto
(3rd Movement)

Interesting links
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0354lv7
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00kmgrx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artists/c130b0fb-5dce-449d-9f40-1437f889f7fe
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02hhl1t
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z2n4wmn


DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

Haydn composed this piece for the new 
valved trumpet his friend had designed. The 
new trumpet revolutionised the range of the 
instrument. 

Ask your class to think about objects or things 
that they use every day. What changes would 
they make to improve the original design?

Ask pupils to draw out their new design and 
use cardboard and craft material to build a 
model of the object.

Using things like cardboard, string, plastic 
containers and bottles, get the class to create 
their own junk instruments. The class could 
form a junk orchestra to perform their own 
compositions, using the new instruments.

Find inspiration from BBC News articles about 
Junk Orchestras:

This piece is reminiscent of a Sunday night TV 
theme. With this in mind ask the class to write 
a synopsis or review for the programme they 
imagine it might be the theme for.

Here are some typical Sunday night TV 
programmes for inspiration:

The melody of this piece conjures up an image 
of a busy journey. 

Get your class to choreograph a continuous 
journey through the school corridors. 

One student could be walking or dancing along 
the corridor as the rest of the class interacts 
with them as they go by. This could involve 
everyone dancing with the student as they 
move or the creation of as a human obstacle 
course to make the journey more challenging!

ACTIVITIES

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-16090309
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/7398383.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t0bv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006mj2y
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02jslnf


If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?
What was the first thing that 
came into your head when 
you heard the piece?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Fragmented
• Unsteady
• Dream or nightmare
• Malfunction
• Uneasy

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved the same or a similar 
emotional reaction?

- GABRIEL PROKOFIEV

Gabriel Prokofiev (b. 1975) is a London-based composer, producer 
and DJ. He is the grandson of the 20th-century composer Sergei 
Prokofiev.

Prokofiev’s compositions both embrace and challenge typical  
classical traditions. As a result he has emerged at the forefront of  
a new approach to classical music in the UK at the beginning of the 
21st century.

Prokofiev wrote Concerto for Turntables and Orchestra in 2006 during 
a time when he was wrestling with his creative loyalties between 
classical and electronic music. According to Prokofiev, a promoter 
asked him to write a concerto for a DJ using turntables, with the aim 
of bringing classical music to new places and new people. At first he 
didn’t like the idea at all – thinking it might just turn out to sound 
terrible – but then he had a brainwave. What if the turntable player 
used the sounds created by the orchestra and manipulated them? It 
would be like a battle of sounds. And so Concerto for Turntables and 
Orchestra was born.

Concerto for Turntables  
and Orchestra (5th movement)

Interesting links
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-28418244
http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/artists/5b2384ba-0c50-46ee-8e3d-7c208dd96060
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03561ks


DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

In this piece Prokofiev brings classical music 
into the 21st century. Ask your class to take 
a look at the BBC Your Paintings website and 
try their hand at updating one of the classic 
paintings.

They could update a landscape by Constable 
with some modern architecture, add some 
modern technology into a still life or update the 
clothes of a person in a portrait.

To create his piece, Prokofiev used the different 
sounds of the orchestra and turntables.

Compose a piece from sounds collected 
around the school. Pupils could record things 
like the school bell, pencils tapping on a desk, 
a schoolbag being zipped and unzipped or 
the noise of pupils walking from one class to 
another. 

When the class has collected all their sounds 
use audio editing software to put it together 
into a composition.

Get your class to try creating a piece of cut up 
poetry. They could do this by cutting out words 
from a newspaper or magazine and arranging 
them in a new order or they could use a 
recording of someone talking and use audio 
editing software to chop it up and rearrange to 
create a poem.

This piece has an uneasy or fragmented feel  
to it. 

Ask your pupils to think of an activity they  
do every day – maybe getting out of bed, 
packing their school bag or walking to get the 
bus. Think about each element of the task then 
try to do it backwards. Working as a class try 
putting together all the moves to choreograph 
one piece.

ACTIVITIES

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-33254672
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05zl52m


Interesting links

- DIMITRI SHOSTAKOVITCH
Symphony No.10

If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?
What was the first thing that 
came into your head when 
you heard the piece?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Frantic
• Cinematic
• Melodrama 
• Danger
• Threat

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved the same or a similar 
emotional reaction?

Shostakovich was a 20th-century Russian composer and pianist,  
who spent most of his career working under the Soviet leader 
Joseph Stalin.

Stalin’s death in 1953 was a hugely important moment in 
Shostakovich’s creative life as it allowed him to express himself freely. 

The 10th Symphony was written at some point in the early 1950s, 
and premiered on 17 December 1953, after Stalin had died. 

Shostakovich said of the piece:
“I did depict Stalin in my 10th symphony. I wrote it right after Stalin’s 
death and no one has yet guessed what the symphony is about. It’s 
about Stalin and the Stalin years. The second part, the scherzo, is a 
musical portrait of Stalin.”

Scherzo means ‘joke’ so while Shostakovich was pretending to write 
‘good, Russian music’ for Stalin, he was perhaps sneakily making fun 
of him. Either way, if this savage piece is a portrait of Stalin, it’s not a 
very flattering one. 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0354j0l
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/z8nbcdm
http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20150807-shostakovich-the-composer-who-was-almost-purged
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p033x6g8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01yysj0


DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

Shostakovich composed much of his music in 
secret to avoid scrutiny from the dictatorship 
he was living under. Get your pupils to imagine 
that they are working in the shadows by 
creating a series of photographs which are lit 
using only the light from a digital appliance  
such as the light from a camera phone, laptop 
or tablet. 

Music can be used in dictatorships as propaganda, 
ensuring the ordinary people stay loyal to the 
governing regime. Military dictatorships often 
have colourful displays where masses of troops 
march in formation to powerful music to show 
discipline and loyalty to the leader. 

Have your class choreograph a dance piece 
that is tightly controlled. One person would be 
in charge of deciding how the rest of the class 
move, like in the game ‘Simon Says’.  Alternatively 
the class could form a line with each person 
putting their hands on the shoulders of the 
person in front. With one person at the front 
acting as a guide, everyone else closes their eyes 
and follows the instructions given by the guide. 

ACTIVITIES

PERFORMANCE POETRY

COMPOSITION

Shostakovich often had to compose music he 
didn’t want to in order to avoid conflict with 
the dictatorship he lived under. Get your pupils 
to think about a piece they don’t like playing, 
or which contains a section they find difficult. 
Ask them to approach this in a different way 
by playing their own variation on it. Instead of 
following the exact musical notation, get them 
to play it as they believe it should be played, and 
in a way which makes it unique to them.

There are many places in the world where 
extreme forms of censorship are still in place. 
Get your pupils to imagine they are TV news 
reporters covering locations in the world 
where this oppression of artists still exists. They 
must research this area, gathering together the 
facts, before compiling a news report. 

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.
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Interesting links

- RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) was an English 20th Century 
composer who wrote symphonies, chamber music, opera, choral 
pieces, and film scores. 

The Lark Ascending was inspired by a poem of the same name 
written by George Meredith, which tells the tale of a skylark singing 
an impossibly beautiful, almost heavenly, song. In Vaughan Williams’ 
piece this skylark can be heard in the romantic, soaring violin solo. 
Vaughan Williams was working on The Lark Ascending in 1914, just as 
World War I broke out. 

Although not necessarily directly influenced by the war, this piece 
became something of a symbol of the English spirit during a time 
when the country was struggling with its national identity. In 1920, 
Vaughan Williams revised the piece to the version we now know 
and it has gone on to become one of the country’s favourite classical 
pieces.

The Lark Ascending

If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?
What was the first thing that 
came into your head when 
you heard the piece?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Fragility
• Beginnings
• Solitude 
• Melancholy
• Yearning

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved the same or a similar 
emotional reaction?
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DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

Ralph Vaughan Williams was inspired to write 
this piece during a walk along the coast at 
Margate in 1914. This sense of place was 
very important and inspirational for him. 
Get your pupils to take photos of a favourite 
location, asking them to focus on what makes 
it unique for them. Edit the photos together 
into a montage using The Lark Ascending as a 
soundtrack.

The skylark’s movement is important in this 
piece, but so too is the sound that it makes. 
Different birds have very distinctive types of 
birdsong which can be represented as musical 
notation. 

Ask your pupils to select different examples of 
birdsong and get them to use these different 
motifs to create a short piece of music. 

Inspired by the time it was written, ask your 
pupils to imagine they are writing to a soldier 
on the battlefield during World War One. 
You could then have other pupils respond as 
soldiers – listening to the song for inspiration as 
they research facts about what life was like for 
troops on the frontline. 

Male skylarks have a spectacular aerial display 
flying almost vertically up from the land to a 
great height, smoothly hovering before gliding 
back down to earth. 

Inspired by the skylarks display get your 
students to choreograph a dance which echoes 
the gliding and smooth movements of the lark. 
They could use ribbons to emphasise the fluid 
nature of the movement.

ACTIVITIES

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.
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Interesting links

- GIUSEPPE VERDI

Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901) was an Italian composer who dominated 
the Italian opera scene in the late 19th Century. His work remains 
extremely popular today.

‘Dies Irae’ and ‘Tuba Mirum’ are sections of a larger piece of religious 
music called Requiem. Dies Irae is Latin for ‘Day of Wrath’ and it tells 
of a person coming before God to receive judgement at the end of 
their mortal life. God looks back on the human’s time on earth and 
weighs up the good and bad things that they’ve done. Depending on 
which one outweighs the other, the human is sent to heaven or hell.

It is a powerful, dramatic and pretty terrifying piece which has just as 
much impact today as it did 100 years ago.

‘Dies Irae’ and ‘Tuba Mirum’ 
from ‘Requiem’

If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?
What was the first thing that 
came into your head when 
you heard the piece?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Fire
• Judgement 
• Good vs Evil
• Disaster

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved the same or a similar 
emotional reaction?
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DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

This piece is about the day of judgement at the 
‘end of the world’. Get your pupils to create a 
piece of art which depicts the end of the world. 
They could think about modern issues and 
concerns. What would be likely to cause the 
end of the world and how could they depict it? 

When Verdi started writing his Requiem, he had 
planned to get together a number of composers 
to write each piece (although in the end he 
wrote all the sections himself). Ask your class 
to compose a piece of music, with each student 
creating just a few bars. Using a xylophone each 
student would play a short line of melody, with 
another student playing the next line and so on. 
Write the notes down as you go, playing back 
the full piece at the end.

Dies Irae (‘Day of Wrath’) is a hymn based on a 
medieval poem detailing the last day on Earth. 
The poem can be found online and is out of 
copyright. As a class, have a look at the poem, 
before having each student write a short poem 
based on a similar theme.

The dramatic nature of this piece lends itself to 
extreme forms of expression and movement. 
Think of a silent movie and how the actor 
performs exaggerated emotions and actions. 
Get your pupils to stage a silent movie as an 
“end of the world” piece. You could film it in 
black and white for added impact.

ACTIVITIES

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.
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If this piece of music was 
advertising something what 
would it be?
What was the first thing that 
came into your head when 
you heard the piece?

Ask your class to think of key 
words or phrases when they 
listen to this piece. Here are 
some to get you started…
• Triumphant
• Swirling 
• Energetic
• Military
• Journey

Emotion...
How did the piece make you 
feel?

Have you been to a recent 
event or had experiences that 
involved the same or a similar 
emotional reaction?

- RICHARD WAGNER

German composer Wilhelm Richard Wagner (1813-1883) – known 
as Richard – was the 19th Century musician and composer credited 
with the ‘birth of modern music’.

Ride of the Valkyries comes at the beginning of Act 2 of Die Walküre, 
the second of the four operas that make up Der Ring des Nibelungen 
or The Ring Cycle. The whole thing took 27 years to compose and 
takes over 15 hours to perform. 

His compositions, particularly those of his later period, are notable 
for their complex textures, rich harmonies and orchestration, and 
the elaborate use of leitmotifs - musical phrases associated with 
individual characters, places, ideas or plot elements. If he was still 
alive today he would probably be the biggest film composer around.

Ride of the Valkyries

Interesting links
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DIGITAL ART MOVEMENT

PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

The Ride of the Valkyries tells a rich, visual story 
featuring supernatural characters and mythic 
events. Get your class to tell a story inspired 
by the Ride of the Valkyries in comic book form. 
Some pupils can sketch out the characters and 
the action within each panel, while others can 
plot the story and script any dialogue.

Although originally written as part of an opera, 
the Ride of the Valkyries has a very cinematic feel 
and has been used as a soundtrack in many films 
over the years. Set your students the challenge 
of creating different pieces of music for 
distinctive moments in a film. Start off by asking 
them to compose for various atmospheres or 
themes such as fantasy, suspense or comedy. Put 
all the pieces together to create the soundtrack 
to an imaginary film.

This piece is very dramatic and conjures images 
of triumph and conquest. You could imagine it 
forming the soundtrack to a moment of victory 
or a high profile event. 

Your pupils should choose a dramatic moment 
from history or a sporting triumph. Ask them to 
write a piece of commentary for the event. 

This piece is all about a mythic battle between 
heroic characters. Get your pupils to imagine 
an epic clash between superheroes. They 
could think of what sort of special powers 
the different superheroes might have and 
choreograph a confrontation between them.

ACTIVITIES

WHERE TO NEXT?

Don’t forget to record all your creations in some way, either as audio, video or image file, 
and upload them to the Ten Pieces site by May 27th, 2016 for inclusion in the Ten Pieces 
Showcase. Submissions received by Thursday 24th March will have the chance to be 
invited to participate in the Ten Pieces celebratory finale in July 2016.
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Name of Ten Piece: 

Notes about the piece: 

If this piece of music was advertising something what would it be? 

What words could you use to describe the piece?

How did the piece make you feel?

Have you been to a recent event or had experiences that involved a similar 
emotional reaction?

Composer: 

WORKSHEET
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PERFORMANCE POETRYCOMPOSITION

WORKSHEET



“Being involved in Ten Pieces gave us a great opportunity to see every 
day sounds being used to create music. This is a great chance for 
our children, a lot of whom don’t have the opportunity to play real 
instruments and make composed music. It also gave them a little bit of 
insight today into the work behind putting a piece of music together, 
the concentration needed, the self-control needed. So it’s been a super 
opportunity for the kids all round.” 
Liz Stott, Music Teacher

“I enjoyed making the list of sounds that we were able to make today…  
and I was really excited to put it all together.”
Blackwater Integrated College Pupil

Blackwater Integrated College were inspired to compose a piece by Gabriel Prokofiev
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